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Iltif ^llffftical faittiig 

B R ri M I D ] , 

WITHIN THE CAXOVY OF THE liOTlINJM. 

To an Ariierican the Kotnnda of the Capitol is replete witli 
interest. 

He feels his heart beating within him as he treads the solid 
floor. Pictures, and works in alto relievo, crowd on the sight, 
and, from them all, come glimpses of proud historic teachings. 

Up, still higher, above the painted iron caissons, which, like 
huge plates of overlying mail, approach the far-away roof, a 
hundred and seventy-seven feet, the great fresco picture by 
Brumidi arrests the gaze as though the sky had opened, and it 
were permitted to look into the " Beyond." 

Clouds of gold, azure, and rose, seem hanging there, and, 
floating among them, forms of exquisite beauty. Grand 
mythological figures, symbolizing Force and Progress, appear 
there too. Titanic — majestic ; and they almost appall with 
their great significance. The calm glorious faces of the great 
American dead, look down with eyes that seem living eyes, 
also from out the mysterious dizzy height of the huge 
concave. 

The Dome consists of twcj shells of iron ; an outer and an 
inside shell. The outer shell is pierced with openings. Re- 
flectors are so placed, that the admitted light falls full upon the 
inside of the Canopy, and illumines the picture. At night, a 
circle of lighted jets, surrounding the base of the Canopy, fills 
this portion of the Dome with light as bright as day. 

A ."Stairway winds up between the two shell.'!, and vie'^vs of 
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112 THE FEDERAL CITY. 

the picture can be obtained at difterent heights. Just beneath 
the base of the Canopy a railed gallery traverses the circuit of 
the Dome. There is also another gallery, considerably lower 
down, surrounding ih6 Rotunda. 



OENTiS-AL G-K.OUP Oj THE PiCTUllE. 

Washington, the Saviour of his Country, apotheosized, 
appears seated in majesty. On his right is the Goddess of 
LiBBKTy, and, on his left is a winged idealization of Victory 
and Fame — sounding a trumpet, and in triumph displaying 
the victor's palm. 

Before the three, forming a semicircle, are thirteen female 
figures. The head of each is crowned with a star. They hold 
up a ribbon banner on which is inscribed, E Pluribus Unum. 

These figures represent the thirteen sister States of 
Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jeesby, Georgia, Con- 
necticut, Massachusetts, Maryland, South Carolina, Kew 
Hampshire, Vibginia, New York, -North Carolina, and 
Rhode Island — the original British Colonies ^ that fought, 
and bled, and conquered — winning freedom, and the right to 
sing and shout the glad " morning hymn " announcing the 
coming dawn of man's Millennial Day. 

Joy lights their faces, and, linked together, in one united 
purpose, they form an unbroken sisterhood, under the cherished 
motto of the world's great Republic. 

The coloring of the (5rapery, the forms, and the attitudes, of 
these figures, and the leaves and blossoms entwined in their hair, 
betoken the StjStes they represent. The ' subdued delicate 
green of the Northern States changes to brighter and deeper 
tints, until they warm into golden hues. There is' .symboled 
the grass and maize of the North, the wheat of the West, the 
tobacco of the Middle States, and the cotton of the South. 
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Below this centre j^oup are six others, surrounding the 
base of the Canopy. 

The iirst, occupying the west, is . 



Freedom, terrible in vengeance, with upraised sword, is 
striking down Tyranny and Kingly Power, They are over- 
come, and fleeing from her wrath in dismay ; with them is 
Anger, and also Revenge and Discord bearing the incendiary 
torch. 

An angry Eagle, striking with his beak, is fighting for,- — 
and by the side of. Freedom. 

The second, is 



agriculture;. 

This conception, in all its details, is softly heautiful, as the 
other is sublime in its exhibition of destructive power. 

Ceres, the Goddess of Harvests and the Fields, with the 
Horn of Plenty, is in the centre. 

Young America, with Liberty Cap, of red, the bonnet rouge 
of France, having under his control a pair of vigorous horses 
hitched to an American Reaper, in conscious pride is exhibiting 
his skill. 

The back ground is a luxuriant mass of prolific American 
vegetation. Flora is gathering flowers, and, hovering near, 
is a cherub Beyond is Pomona with a basket of fruit. 

Then, succeeds 

iiECHANIC;J 

Vulcan, the old stalwart Tubal Cain of Grecian mythology, 
is the colossal genius of this group. His right foot rests on a 
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riOTOGMri INCIIEM 

^imiffilfl if til W^Mt, :' 

TilK IISi.Y CdJlPLETE I'lCTORlAL HISTORY OF TUK llTOUEI.i.lUN. 
CONSJSTI.VG OF VIEWS OF AKD 

s€iiigs est 'gm&B&wf%w-wm%m 

First Bull Hua, Fair Oaks, Savage Station, 

MechanicBville, Gaines' Mill, CUckahomiiiy, 

Malvern, Hilton Head, Pulaski, Chantilly, 

Second Bull Bun, South Mountain, Antietam, 
Sharpsburg, Harper's Ferry, Fredericksburg, 

Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Vicksburg, 

Brandy Station, Culpeper, Mine Run, Cedar Eun, 
Wilderness, Bpottsylvania Court-House, . - ' 

north and South Anna, Coid Harbor, 

Petersburg, Fort Pishor, Eiehmond, 

TOGETHER WITH 

PORTRAITS OF ALL THE DISTINCUISHED GENERALS 

OP" THE -A.K.IWE-X'. 

PHILP & SOLOMONS, Publishers &. Sole Wholesale Agents, Washington. 
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